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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
IMPLANTATION AND RECOVERY OF ARCHIVAL TAGS

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0338

A. JUSTIFICATION

1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

The purpose of the collection of this information is to help comply with U.S. obligations under
the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act of 1975 (ATCA, 16 U.S.C. 971), the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act, 16 U.S.C. 1812), and 50
CFR 635 (copies are attached).  The ATCA required the Secretary of Commerce to promulgate
regulations adopted by the International Commissions for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
(ICCAT), and this authority has been delegated to the Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
NOAA.  Section 971(d)(c)(3) of the ATCA provides statutory to require the collection of
information necessary to implement the recommendations of ICCAT.  Atlantic Highly Migratory
Species (tunas, sharks, swordfish, and billfish) are also managed under the authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, which, among other things, gives NMFS authority to conduct and
promote fisheries research, and states that the United States shall cooperate with those 
international organizations involved in the conservation of highly migratory species (e.g.,
ICCAT).

As a member of ICCAT, the U.S. is required to take part on the collection of biological statistics
for research purposes.  As a member nation fishing for Atlantic bluefin tuna in the Atlantic
Ocean, the U.S. must also abide by the specific quota assigned to it by ICCAT.  The collection of
information through archival tags (defined in 2 below) provides essential stock assessment
information for international and domestic management policy and rulemaking.  The tags add to
our knowledge about the migratory and other habits of tuna.

Under generally-applicable regulations, a fisherman might be required to immediately release the
fish caught.  NMFS regulations, however, allow the fisherman to retain an Atlantic bluefin tuna,
or other Atlantic highly migratory species, if it had an archival tag implanted or attached, under
the condition that the fishermen report the landing to NMFS along with certain information
about the catch, and makes the fish available to NMFS for recovery of the tag.  

In addition, NMFS regulations require that any person affixing or implanting an archival tag into
a regulated species provide written notification to NMFS prior to beginning the activity, and that
upon completion of the effort the person report to NMFS indicating the type and number of tags
used, the species and approximate size of the tagged fish, and the location and method of capture
of the tagged fish.  This information is needed to assist NMFS in assessing the effectiveness of
archival tag research, to enable NMFS to assess the likely impact of regulatory allowances for
tag recovery, and to ensure that archival tag research does not lead to undue mortality.
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2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used.

Archival tags are miniature data loggers that offer a powerful tool for discerning the movements,
geoposition, and behavior of individual highly migratory species.  The tags are designed to be
returned via commercial and recreational fisheries.  The recovery of just a few tags greatly
increases knowledge about migratory patterns and spawning site fidelity, and provide data vital
for international and U.S. management.  

3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Archival tags have been specifically designed for use on fish, sea turtles, and marine mammals. 
The archival tag stores environmental and behavioral data.  Software provides graphical
representation of all the data.  Tags currently on the market weigh 25g in air, have up to one
megabyte of memory, can retain data for 20 years, and have a lifetime of four to five years.

4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication.

There is no duplication with other collections (a fish would have only one tag regardless of who
tags it).  Reports from other parties planning to tag tuna ensure that duplication doesn’t take
place.  Given the expense of this research, relatively few parties will be involved.

5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden. 

There will be no significant impact on small businesses or entities.

6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 

All reporting is one-time only and keyed to a specific event or activity.

7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 

The collection is consistent with the guidelines.

8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and
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recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Registered Notice (copy attached) solicited public comment on this renewal.  No
comments were received. 

9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

A $1,000 reward is offered for the recovery of an archival tag.  Given the high costs of the tags and
their implantation, a reward to encourage recovery of the tags is warranted.   Rewards in
conventional tagging programs have enhanced recovery numbers.  With the high value of an
individual giant tuna in the export market (thousands of dollars), a reward helps provide incentive
for reporting.  Finally, tags may be recovered by fishermen in the eastern Atlantic or the
Mediterranean Sea, and a reward increases the likelihood that they will report.

10.  Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

Information submitted will be treated as confidential under the provisions of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Management and Conservation Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100.

11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered
private.

No sensitive questions are asked.

12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

Approximately 15 tags are recovered and reported upon per year.  The estimated time for
reporting on the fish is 30 minutes, which includes the time for making a toll-free call, making
arrangements for the fish to be examined by a fishery biologist or to remove the tag, and
processing fish samples as instructed.  The burden for tag recovery is therefore:

15 respondents x 1 response x 30 minutes = 7.5 hours

The total number of persons implanting archival tags is estimated at 5 researchers, each
providing a written notification and a written report.

5 respondents x 1 notification x 30 minutes/notification = 2.5 hours
5 respondents x 1 report x 1 hr/report = 5 hours

Collection totals are 20 respondents, 25 responses, and 15 hours. 
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13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection.

There are no costs for those recovering tags, since the phone call is toll-free and a reward is
given.  Other than paper and postage costs, which are estimated to be $20-$50 per year, no
incremental costs to researchers are anticipated for implantation reports.

14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

The cost of the Archival Tagging Program is approximately $1 million in research grants over a
3-year period.  About 45 tags will be returned over the 3 years, with a reward of $1,000 a tag, for
a cost of $45,000.  The total Federal costs for 3 years is therefore approximately $1,045,000, or
$350,000 a year.

15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or
14 of the OMB 83-I.

There is a one hour adjustment due to a re-estimate of the number of tags recovered.

16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

Results will not be published.  The data obtained may be used in reports and articles, which may
be published.

17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not applicable.

18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the 
OMB 83-I.

No exceptions are requested.

B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection will not employ statistical methods.
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Fishery Conservation and Management § 635.40

(4) Written reports on fishing activi-
ties and disposition of catch must be
submitted to NMFS at an address des-
ignated by NMFS, for each fish col-
lected within 5 days of the collection.
An annual written summary report of
all fishing activities and disposition of
all fish collected under the permit
must also be submitted to NMFS at an
address designated by NMFS. NMFS
will provide specific conditions and re-
quirements, consistent with the Fish-
ery Management Plan for Atlantic
Tunas, Swordfish, and Sharks in the
EFP.

§ 635.33 Archival tags.
(a) Implantation report. Any person

affixing or implanting an archival tag
into a regulated species must obtain
written authorization from NMFS pur-
suant to § 635.32. Persons so authorized
to conduct archival tag implantation
must provide a written report to NMFS
at an address designated by NMFS, in-
dicating the type and number of tags,
the species and approximate size of the
fish as well as any additional informa-
tion requested in the authorization.

(b) Landing. Notwithstanding other
provisions of this part, persons may
catch, possess, retain, and land an At-
lantic HMS in which an archival tag
has been implanted or affixed, provided
such persons comply with the require-
ments of paragraph (c) of this section.

(c) Landing report. Persons that re-
tain an Atlantic HMS that has an ar-
chival tag must contact NMFS, prior
to or at the time of landing; furnish all
requested information regarding the lo-
cation and method of capture; and, as
instructed, remove the archival tag
and return it to NMFS or make the
fish available for inspection and recov-
ery of the tag by a NMFS scientist, en-
forcement agent, or other person des-
ignated in writing by NMFS.

(d) Quota monitoring. If an Atlantic
HMS landed under the authority of
paragraph (b) of this section is subject
to a quota, the fish will be counted
against the applicable quota for the
species consistent with the fishing gear
and activity which resulted in the
catch. In the event such fishing gear or
activity is otherwise prohibited under
applicable provisions of this part, the
fish shall be counted against the re-

serve quota established for that spe-
cies.

§ 635.34 Adjustment of management
measures.

(a) NMFS may adjust the catch lim-
its for BFT, as specified in § 635.23, and
the quotas for BFT, shark, and sword-
fish, as specified in § 635.27.

(b) In accordance with the framework
procedures in the Fishery Management
Plan for Atlantic Tunas, Swordfish,
and Sharks and the Fishery Manage-
ment Plan for Atlantic Billfishes,
NMFS may establish or modify for spe-
cies or species groups of Atlantic HMS
the following management measures:
maximum sustainable yield or opti-
mum yield levels based on the latest
stock assessment or updates in the
SAFE report; domestic quotas; rec-
reational and commercial retention
limits, including target catch require-
ments; size limits; fishing years or fish-
ing seasons; species in the management
unit and the specification of the spe-
cies groups to which they belong; per-
mitting and reporting requirements;
Atlantic tunas Purse Seine category
cap on bluefin tuna quota; time/area
restrictions; allocations among user
groups; gear prohibitions, modifica-
tions, or use restrictions; effort restric-
tions; essential fish habitat; and ac-
tions to implement ICCAT rec-
ommendations, as appropriate.

Subpart D—Restrictions on Imports
§ 635.40 Restrictions to enhance con-

servation.
(a) Determinations. Upon a determina-

tion by NMFS that species of fish sub-
ject to regulation or under investiga-
tion by ICCAT are ineligible for entry
into the United States under 16 U.S.C.
971d (c)(4) or (c)(5), NMFS, with the
concurrence of the Secretary of State,
will file with the Office of the Federal
Register for publication a finding to
that effect. Effective upon the date of
filing of such finding, all shipments of
fish in any form of the species found to
be ineligible will be denied entry un-
less, with respect to a particular ship-
ment, it is established by satisfactory
proof pursuant to paragraph (b) of this
section that the particular shipment of
fish is eligible for entry. Entry will not
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US Code as of: 01/23/00

Sec. 971d. Administration
(a) Regulations; cooperation with other parties to Convention;
utilization of personnel, services, and facilities for
enforcement
The Secretary is authorized and directed to administer and enforce all of the provisions of the
Convention, this chapter, and regulations issued pursuant thereto, except to the extent otherwise
provided for in this chapter. In carrying out such functions the Secretary is authorized and directed
to adopt such regulations as may be necessary to carry out the purposes and objectives of the
Convention and this chapter, and with the concurrence of the Secretary of State, he may cooperate
with the duly authorized officials of the government of any party to the Convention. In addition,
the Secretary may utilize, with the concurrence of the Secretary of the department in which the
Coast Guard is operating insofar as such utilization involves enforcement at sea, with or without
reimbursement and by agreement with any other Federal department or agency, or with any agency
of any State, the personnel, services, and facilities of that agency for enforcement purposes with
respect to any vessel in the exclusive economic zone, or wherever found, with respect to any vessel
documented under the laws of the United States, and any vessel numbered or otherwise licensed
under the laws of any State. When so utilized, such personnel of the States of the United States are
authorized to function as Federal law enforcement agents for these purposes, but they shall not be
held and considered as employees of the United States for the purposes of any laws administered
by the Director of the Office of Personnel Management.

●   

(b) Primary enforcement responsibility
Enforcement activities at sea under the provisions of this chapter for fishing vessels subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States shall be primarily the responsibility of the Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard is operating, in cooperation with the Secretary and the
United States Customs Service. The Secretary after consultation with the Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard is operating, shall adopt such regulations as may be
necessary to provide for procedures and methods of enforcement pursuant to article IX of the
Convention.

●   

(c) Regulations and other measures to carry out Commission
recommendations

●   

(1)

(A) Upon favorable action by the Secretary of State under section 971c(a) of this title on any
recommendation of the Commission made pursuant to article VIII of the Convention, the
Secretary shall promulgate, pursuant to this subsection, such regulations as may be
necessary and appropriate to carry out such recommendation.

❍   

(B) Not later than June 30, 1991, the Secretary shall promulgate any additional regulations
necessary to ensure that the United States is in full compliance with all recommendations
made by the Commission that have been accepted by the United States and with other
agreements under the Convention between the United States and any nation which is a party
to the Convention.

❍   

(C) Regulations promulgated under this paragraph shall, to the extent practicable, be
consistent with fishery management plans prepared and implemented under the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.).

❍   

●   
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(2) To promulgate regulations referred to in paragraph (1) of this subsection, the Secretary shall
publish in the Federal Register a general notice of proposed rulemaking and shall afford interested
persons an opportunity to participate in the rulemaking through (A) submission of written data,
views, or arguments, and (B) oral presentation at a public hearing. Such regulations shall be
published in the Federal Register and shall be accompanied by a statement of the considerations
involved in the issuance of the regulations, and by a statement, based on inquiries and
investigations, assessing the nature and effectiveness of the measures for the implementation of the
Commission's recommendations which are being or will be carried out by countries whose vessels
engage in fishing the species subject to such recommendations within the waters to which the
Convention applies. After publication in the Federal Register, such regulations shall be applicable
to all vessels and persons subject to the jurisdiction of the United States on such date as the
Secretary shall prescribe. The Secretary shall suspend at any time the application of any such
regulation when, after consultation with the Secretary of State and the United States
Commissioners, he determines that fishing operations in the Convention area of a contracting party
for whom the regulations are effective are such as to constitute a serious threat to the achievement
of the Commission's recommendations.

●   

(3) The regulations required to be promulgated under paragraph (1) of this subsection may -

(A) select for regulation one or more of the species covered by
the Convention;

❍   

(B) divide the Convention waters into areas;❍   

(C) establish one or more open or closed seasons as to each
such area;

❍   

(D) limit the size of the fish and quantity of the catch which
may be taken from each area within any season during which
fishing is allowed;

❍   

(E) limit or prohibit the incidental catch of a regulated
species which may be retained, taken, possessed, or landed by
vessels or persons fishing for other species of fish;

❍   

(F) require records of operations to be kept by any master or
other person in charge of any fishing vessel;

❍   

(G) require such clearance certificates for vessels as may be
necessary to carry out the purposes of the Convention and this
chapter;

❍   

(H) require proof satisfactory to the Secretary that any fish
subject to regulation pursuant to a recommendation of the
Commission offered for entry into the United States has not been
taken or retained contrary to the recommendations of the
Commission made pursuant to article VIII of the Convention which
have been adopted as regulations pursuant to this section;

❍   

(I) require any commercial or recreational fisherman to obtain
a permit from the Secretary and report the quantity of the catch
of a regulated species;

❍   

(J) require that observers be carried aboard fishing vessels❍   

●   
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for the purpose of providing statistically reliable scientific
data; and
(K) impose such other requirements and provide for such other
measures as the Secretary may determine necessary to implement
any recommendation of the Convention or to obtain scientific data
necessary to accomplish the purpose of the Convention; except that no regulation
promulgated under this section may have the effect of increasing or decreasing any
allocation or quota of fish or fishing mortality level to the United States agreed to pursuant
to a recommendation of the Commission.

(4) Upon the promulgation of regulations provided for in paragraph (3) of this subsection, the
Secretary shall promulgate, with the concurrence of the Secretary of State and pursuant to the
procedures prescribed in paragraph (2) of this subsection, additional regulations which shall
become effective simultaneously with the application of the regulations provided for in paragraph
(3) of this subsection, which prohibit -

(A) the entry into the United States of fish in any form of
those species which are subject to regulation pursuant to a
recommendation of the Commission and which were taken from the
Convention area in such manner or in such circumstances as would
tend to diminish the effectiveness of the conservation
recommendations of the Commission; and
(B) the entry into the United States, from any country when the
vessels of such country are being used in the conduct of fishing
operations in the Convention area in such manner or in such
circumstances as would tend to diminish the effectiveness of the
conservation recommendations of the Commission, of fish in any
form of those species which are subject to regulation pursuant to
a recommendation of the Commission and which were taken from the
Convention area.

❍   

●   

(5) In the case of repeated and flagrant fishing operations in the Convention area by the vessels of
any country which seriously threaten the achievement of the objectives of the Commission's
recommendations, the Secretary with the concurrence of the Secretary of State, may by regulations
promulgated pursuant to paragraph (2) of this subsection prohibit the entry in any form from such
country of other species covered by the Convention as may be under investigation by the
Commission and which were taken in the Convention area. Any such prohibition shall continue
until the Secretary is satisfied that the condition warranting the prohibition no longer exists, except
that all fish in any form of the species under regulation which were previously prohibited from
entry shall continue to be prohibited from entry.

●   

(6) Identification and notification. -

(A) Not later than July 1, 1996, and annually thereafter, the
Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of State, the
Commissioners, and the advisory committee, shall -

(i) identify those nations whose fishing vessels are fishing,
or have fished during the preceding calendar year, within the
convention area in a manner or under circumstances that

■   

❍   

●   

US Code : Title 16, Section 971d



diminish the effectiveness of a conservation recommendation;

(ii) notify the President and the nation so identified,
including an explanation of the reasons therefor; and
(iii) publish a list of those Nations identified under clause

() notify the President and the nation so identified,■   

■   

(B) In identifying those Nations, the Secretary shall consider,
based on the best available information, whether those Nations
have measures in place for reporting, monitoring, and
enforcement, and whether those measures diminish the
effectiveness of any conservation recommendation.

■   

(7) Consultation. - Not later than 30 days after a Nation is notified under paragraph (6), the
President may enter into consultations with the Government of that Nation for the purpose
of obtaining an agreement that will -

(A) effect the immediate termination and prevent the resumption
of any fishing operation by vessels of that Nation within the
Convention area which is conducted in a manner or under
circumstances that diminish the effectiveness of the conservation
recommendation;

■   

(B) when practicable, require actions by that Nation, or
vessels of that Nation, to mitigate the negative impacts of
fishing operations on the effectiveness of the conservation
recommendation involved, including but not limited to, the
imposition of subsequent-year deductions for quota overages; and
(C) result in the establishment, if necessary, by such Nation
of reporting, monitoring, and enforcement measures that are
adequate to ensure the effectiveness of conservation
recommendations.

■   

❍   

(d) Recommended Commission actions regarding large-scale driftnet
fishing and conservation of Atlantic swordfish

(1) It is the sense of the Congress that the Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, should seek support for a recommendation by the Commission to ban large-scale
driftnet fishing (as that term is defined in section 3(16) [1] of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1802(16))) in the Convention area.

❍   

(2) The Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of State, shall request the Commission
to adopt recommendations necessary for the conservation and management of Atlantic
swordfish. In making the request, the Secretary shall seek the establishment of an
international minimum harvest size and a reduction in harvest levels to the extent necessary
to conserve the stock. Until the Commission adopts all the conservation and management
measures requested by the Secretary, the Secretary, within 3 months after each annual
meeting of the Commission, shall notify Congress as to the nature and results of his request.
These notifications shall identify those nations not acting to conserve and manage Atlantic
swordfish, and recommend measures which could be taken to achieve effective international
conservation and management of the stock.

❍   

●   
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Sec. 971i. Research on Atlantic highly migratory species
(a) Biennial report on bluefin tuna
The Secretary of Commerce shall prepare, for each biennial period commencing with the period
covering calendar years 1981 and 1982, and submit to the Congress a report setting forth, with
respect to such biennial period -

(1) the level of taking of bluefin tuna by United States
fishermen in the Convention area as defined in Article I of the
International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas;

❍   

(2) the status of bluefin tuna stocks within such Convention
area and the trends in their population level; and
(3) related information resulting from the implementation of
the observer program under section 1827 of this title. The report required under this section
shall be submitted to the Congress within sixty days after the close of the biennial period
covered by the report.

❍   

●   

(b) Highly migratory species research and monitoring

(1) Within 6 months after November 3, 1995, the Secretary of Commerce, in cooperation
with the advisory committee established under section 4 of the Atlantic Tunas Convention
Act of 1975 (16 U.S.C. 971b) and in consultation with the United States Commissioners on
the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (referred to elsewhere
in this section as the ''Commission'') and the Secretary of State, shall develop and implement
a comprehensive research and monitoring program to support the conservation and
management of Atlantic bluefin tuna and other highly migratory species that shall -

(A) identify and define the range of stocks of highly migratory
species in the Atlantic Ocean, including Atlantic bluefin tuna;
and
(B) provide for appropriate participation by nations which are
members of the Commission.

■   

❍   

(2) The program shall provide for, but not be limited to -

(A) statistically designed cooperative tagging studies;■   

(B) genetic and biochemical stock analyses;■   

(C) population censuses carried out through aerial surveys of
fishing grounds and known migration areas;

■   

(D) adequate observer coverage and port sampling of commercial
and recreational fishing activity;

■   

(E) collection of comparable real-time data on commercial and
recreational catches and landings through the use of permits,
logbooks, landing reports for charter operations and fishing
tournaments, and programs to provide reliable reporting of the
catch by private anglers;

■   

(F) studies of the life history parameters of Atlantic bluefin
tuna and other highly migratory species;

■   

❍   

●   

US Code : Title 16, Section 971i
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(G) integration of data from all sources and the preparation of
data bases to support management decisions; and
(H) other research as necessary.

■   

(3) In developing a program under this section, the Secretary shall -

(A) ensure that personnel and resources of each regional
research center shall have substantial participation in the stock
assessments and monitoring of highly migratory species that occur
in the region;

■   

(B) provide for comparable monitoring of all United States
fishermen to which the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act of 1975
applies with respect to effort and species composition of catch
and discards;

■   

(C) consult with relevant Federal and State agencies,
scientific and technical experts, commercial and recreational
fishermen, and other interested persons, public and private, and
shall publish a proposed plan in the Federal Register for the
purpose of receiving public comment on the plan; and
(D) through the Secretary of State, encourage other member
nations to adopt a similar program.

■   

❍   

US Code : Title 16, Section 971i



SEC. 102. HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES 16 U.S.C. 1812

99-659, 101-627, 104-297

The United States shall cooperate directly or through appropriate international organizations with those
nations involved in fisheries for highly migratory species with a view to ensuring conservation and shall
promote the achievement of optimum yield of such species throughout their range, both within and
beyond the exclusive economic zone.

SEC. 404 FISHERIES RESEARCH7 16 U.S.C. 1881c

(a) IN GENERAL.--The Secretary shall initiate and maintain, in cooperation with the Councils, a
comprehensive program of fishery research to carry out and further the purposes, policy, and
provisions of this Act. Such program shall be designed to acquire knowledge and information, including
statistics, on fishery conservation and management and on the economics and social characteristics of
the fisheries.

(b) STRATEGIC PLAN.--Within one year after the date of enactment of the Sustainable Fisheries
Act, and at least every 3 years thereafter, the Secretary shall develop and publish in the Federal
Register a strategic plan for fisheries research for the 5 years immediately following such publication.
The plan shall--

(1) identify and describe a comprehensive program with a limited number of priority
objectives for research in each of the areas specified in subsection (c);

(2) indicate goals and timetables for the program described in paragraph (1);

(3) provide a role for commercial fishermen in such research, including involvement in
field testing;

(4) provide for collection and dissemination, in a timely manner, of complete and
accurate information concerning fishing activities, catch, effort, stock assessments, and other
research conducted under this section; and

(5) be developed in cooperation with the Councils and affected States, and provide for
coordination with the Councils, affected States, and other research entities.

(c) AREAS OF RESEARCH.--Areas of research are as follows:

(1) Research to support fishery conservation and management, including but not limited
to, biological research concerning the abundance and life history parameters of stocks of fish,



the interdependence of fisheries or stocks of fish, the identification of essential fish habitat, the
impact of pollution on fish populations, the impact of wetland and estuarine degradation, and
other factors affecting the abundance and availability of fish.

(2) Conservation engineering research, including the study of fish behavior and the
development and testing of new gear technology and fishing techniques to minimize bycatch and
any adverse effects on essential fish habitat and promote efficient harvest of target species.

(3) Research on the fisheries, including the social, cultural, and economic relationships
among fishing vessel owners, crew, United States fish processors, associated shoreside labor,
seafood markets and fishing communities.

(4) Information management research, including the development of a fishery
information base and an information management system under section 401 that will permit the
full use of information in the support of effective fishery conservation and management.

(d) PUBLIC NOTICE.--In developing the plan required under subsection (a), the Secretary shall
consult with relevant Federal, State, and international agencies, scientific and technical experts, and
other interested persons, public and private, and shall publish a proposed plan in the Federal Register
for the purpose of receiving public comment on the plan. The Secretary shall ensure that affected
commercial fishermen are actively involved in the development of the portion of the plan pertaining to
conservation engineering research. Upon final publication in the Federal Register, the plan shall be
submitted by the Secretary to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives.
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or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: Dated: June 8, 2001
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 01–15062 Filed 6–13–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–HR–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 061101E ]

Recovery and Implantation of Archival
Tags

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Proposed information
collection; comment request.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Pub.
L. 104-13 (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before August 13, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Madeleine Clayton, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6086,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW,
Washington DC 20230 (or via Internet at
MClayton@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument (s) and instructions should
be directed to Christopher Rogers, F/
SF1, Room 13563, 1315 East-West
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910–
3282 (phone 301–713–2347, ext. 109).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
authorizes programs to implant archival
tags in, or affix archival tags to, selected
Atlantic Highly Migratory Species
(tunas, sharks, swordfish, and billfish).
Archival tags are miniature data loggers
that acquire information about the

movements and behavior of the fish.
Persons catching tagged fish are
exempted from other normally
applicable regulations, such as
immediate release of the fish, but must
notify NOAA, return the archival tag or
make it available to NOAA personnel,
and provide information about the
location and method of capture. The
information obtained is used by NOAA
in the formation of international and
domestic fisheries policy and
regulations.

Persons who affix or implant archival
tags must obtain prior authorization
from NOAA and submit subsequent
reports about the tagging of fish. NOAA
needs the information to evaluate the
effectiveness of archival tag programs, to
assess the likely impact of regulatory
allowances for tag recovery, and to
ensure that the research does not
produce undue mortality.

II. Method of Collection

Catch notifications are provided to a
toll-free telephone number. Tags and
associated information are mailed in (a
reward is given for tag recoveries).
Notifications and reports of archival
tagging efforts are provided in written
form, meeting requirements set forth in
regulations.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0338.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Individuals or

households, business or other for-profit
organizations, and not-for-profit
institutions.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
20.

Estimated Time Per Response: 30
minutes for reporting on an archival tag
recovery, 30 minutes for notification of
planned archival tagging activity, and
one hour for reports of archival tagging
activity.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 15.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information

on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: June 8, 2001.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 01–15063 Filed 6–13–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 061101D ]

Pacific Billfish Angler Survey

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Proposed information
collection; comment request.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Pub.
L. 104-13 (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before August 13, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Madeleine Clayton, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6086,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW,
Washington DC 20230 (or via Internet at
MClayton@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument (s) and instructions should
be directed to David Holts, Southwest
Fisheries Science Center, 8604 La Jolla
Shores Drive, P.O. Box 271, La Jolla, CA
92038–0271 (phone 858–546–7186).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract
The National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administrations’s
Southwest Fishery Science Center
operates a billfish resource and
assessment program. As part of this
program, billfish anglers in the Pacific
and Indian Oceans are asked to respond
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